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things from a distance and to calculate their ef-
fects, how can I help supposing, when I cannot
see, that there are hosts of creatures and all sorts
of movements all about me which may do me
harm, and against which I cannot protect myself ?
In vain do I know I am safe where I am; I am
never so sure of it as when I can actually see it,
so that I have always a cause for fear which did
not exist in broad daylight. I know, indeed, that
a foreign body can scarcely act upon me without
some slight sound> and how intently I listen! At
the least sound which I cannot explain, the de-
sire of self-preservation makes me picture every-
thing that would put me on my guard, and there-
fore everything most calculated to alarm me.

by the size of the angle or rather of the image formed
in our eyes, we cannot avoid being deceived as to the
size of these objects. Every one knows by experience
bow when we are travelling at night we take a bush
near at hand for a great tree at a distance, and
vice versa. In the same way, if the objects were of a
shape unknown to us, so that we could not tell their
size in that way, we should be equally mistaken with
regard to it. If a fly flew quickly past a few inches
from our eyes, we should think it was a distant bird;
a horse standing still at a distance from us in the
midst of open country, in a position somewhat like
that of a sheep, would be taken for a large sheep,
so long as we did not perceive that it was a horse;
but as soon as we recognize what it is, it seems as
large as a horse, and we at once correct our former
judgment.

"Whenever one Inds oneself in unknown places at
nigiit where we cannot judge of distance, and where